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This month I would like to start with a resounding thank you.  Last month 
the Diocese ran the Built on Faith, Renewed in Hope campaign to raise funds 
for the restoration of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Springfield.  This very important project was taken to the people of the 
diocese in hope that we could continue the vision of our forefathers.  You 
responded generously and the project should move forward quickly.  After 
talking to a couple of priests, they were amazed at the level of contributions 
and both parishes exceeded their goals set by campaign leaders.  I am sure 
that 100 years from now, the setting Bishop will talk about your vision to yet 
another group of Catholics in order to continue the preservation of the 
cathedral for future generations.  Again, thank you very much for answering 
this call and may God bless each and every one of you. 
 
This month we celebrate the independence of our great nation.  232 years 
ago a group of men gathered to pen an idea that tyranny did not have to be 
tolerated and that the government should have to answer to the people, not 
the people to the government.  Imagine a room full of men signing their 
names to a document that would be sent to the king telling him that they 
would no longer be a part of England.  Also keep in mind that this king had 
control over one of the largest military forces in existence and these men had 
nothing more than a group of farmers with hunting rifles. 
 
I am sure that these men realized that by signing this Declaration of 
Independence they knew that they would be marked men that would suffer 
greatly for this great cause and that the king would order their demise.  They 
were probably scared and rightfully so.  Most of them lost everything 
including their lives but were willing to do so for this great ideal. 
 
It was no different for the apostles.  As you read the gospels, there is a 
recurring theme of Jesus trying to build up their courage in preparation for 
sending them out to proclaim the good news.  They were scared, and 
rightfully so.  They were afraid of false accusations and conviction and they 
were afraid of bodily harm, and worse, death.  (Tradition has it that most of 
them died the violent death of martyrdom) In either case Jesus teaches them 
that the way to overcome the fear is by keeping their minds focused not on 
the here-and-now, but on the kingdom of God.  So as we march as knights it 
is important to remember that whether we are talking about our faith 
or our nation we must, like our forefathers, summon the courage to 
defend them no matter how great the cost. 
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Commander   Leon Vemmer 
FN   Eugene Meyer 
PFN   Larry Clark 
PFN   Bill Hight 
PFN   Charles Bell 
PFN   Jack Dougherty 
PFN   Jack McCoy 
PFN   Steve Richerson 
PFN   Dave Rayhill 
PFN    Jim Zindel 
FC   Steve Bowman 
FP   Tim Gore 
SK   Eugene Mennel   
SK   James Dougherty 
SK   Dan Ashenfelter 
  

 
     
 
 
 Memorial Mass was held at  St. Patrick’s 
 celebrated by Father Donald Blickhan who was assisted 
 by Fathers James O’Shea and Jeff Grant and Deacon Greg 
 Sullivan. 

 
A special thanks to PFN Jack Dougherty and his crew for making                     
the annual Memorial Day Mass a great success.   

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
    
 
 
July 16th   Officer’s meeting 6:00 PM. 
2008           4th degree meeting 7:00 PM. 
    Lady of Holy Spirit –Mt Zion 
     Parish Hall 
  
July 18th   Installation of Officers  
2008            St. Patrick’s Church 5:30 PM 
      Dinner-Lady of Holy Spirit –Mt Zion 
     Parish Hall 
    
Aug 2nd      Decatur Celebration Parade 
2008           4th degree Color & Honor Guards march 
                         Full           Regalia.  
 
             White Coats and NO Capes. 
 
Aug. 20th    Officer’s meeting 6:00 PM. 
2008           4th degree meeting 7:00 PM. 
    Lady of Holy Sprit –Mt Zion 
     Parish Hall 
 
Sept. 7th 4th degree picnic KC Farm 1:00 PM. 
2008 
 

 

Sept.17th    Officer’s meeting  6:00 PM 
2008          4th degree meeting 7:00 PM 
   Lady of Holy Sprit –Mt Zion 
   Parish Hall 
  
Oct 22nd  4th degree Wiener Roast at Farm, Time               
 2008          6:00 PM.  A meeting will be held at the farm 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
      
 July18, 2008  NO Family Mass 
     Installation of Officer’s 
     St. Patrick’s 5:30 PM 
     Dinner-Lady of Holy Sprit –Mt Zion 
      Parish Hall 
 
 Aug. 23, 2008 - Holy Family Decatur 
                           Mass @ 4:30 PM. 
                    Dinner – Felicia’s 
  
 Sept.20, 2008-  St. Columcille –Sullivan 

         Mass  @ 5:00 PM 
 Dinner Bennigan’s Mt. Zion. 
 

Oct. 19 ,2008.   Holy Spirit-Mt. Zion. 
    Mass @ 9:30 AM (Sunday) 
                 Breakfast-Main Hanger-Airport 

 
Nov. 23, 2008  - St. Mary’s-Assumption 
                            Mass @ 8:00 A.M. (Sunday) 
                            Breakfast- Sophie’s 
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  Sir Knight Eugene Meyer is our selection for 
   Sir Knight of the months. Eugene has been a 
  Third Degree Knight since 12/8/1963 and Fourth 
  Degree since 4/1/1969. PFN  Meyer’s attendance               
  at meetings and  honor guards is honorable and  
  deeply appreciated.         
   Eugene was Faithful Navigator 
      2007-2008 
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Joe Meyers  John Trolia 
Joe Sepich   Lloyd Hanstedt   

 Hiram Petersen  Bob Bracelin 
  Harold Kramer  James Brown 
  Julius Sebok 
 
  
 
 
 
           Many, many birthday wishes to all  
   Sir Knights celebrating this month 
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1. Dale F. Schuerman     
2. James W. Dawson, Sr.    
6. Gary Bennett II     
9. Lyle Moore    
10. Bruce Stephens    
12. Kenneth Burns    
13.    Steven Savoie   
17. Terrence Doyle     
27. Peter Brinkoetter     
27. Patrick Dawson     
 

 Many, many birthday wishes to all Sir Knights 
celebrating this month. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
           Full          Regalia 
 
   

The following were in attendance for family Mass 
at Lady of Lourdes May 23, 2008 at 4:30 PM. 

    
      FN   Eugene and Mary Ann Meyer 
     PFN   Larry and Mary Lou Clark 
     PFN   Steve and Shirlene Richardson 
     PFN   Jack and Barb McCoy 
     PFN   Dave and Carol Rayhill 
     SK    Tim and Carol Gore 
     FC    Steve and Ellen Bowman 
                    SK    Gerald and Connie Gilbert 
     SK    John and Lilly Eckert 
     SK    Dan Ashenfelter 
      Mildred and Sheri Ashenfelter 
    
   Dinner was at  Diamond’s –Decatur, IL.   
         Thanks for a good turn out. 
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        The following Sir Knights served in visitation for 
         Kenneth W. Moore June 6, 2008. 
 Commander   Leon Vemmer 
 Faithful Navigator  Eugene Meyer 
 Past Faithful Navigator Larry Clark. 
 Past Faithful Navigator Jack Dougherty 
 Sir Knight    Bill Sullivan 
 Sir Knight    Lee Cook 
 Sir Knight    Tim Gore 
 Sir Knight    Bud Walsh 
 Sir Knight    Dan Ashenfelter 
 Sir Knight    Jim Dougherty 
 
 Father Don Wolford and Deacon Greg Sullivan 
 led prayer service and Rosary. 
 
 

 
 

    
 
                             Full                  Regalia 
 
 
 The following were in attendance for Saint Thomas   
   10:00 AM Mass on June 22, 2008 
 
  Past Faithful Navigator  Jack Dougherty 
  Past Faithful Navigator  Bill Hight 
   Past Faithful Navigator  Dave Rayhill 
  Past Faithful Navigator  Lyle Tappendorf 
  Past Faithful Navigator  Charles Bell 
  Past Faithful Navigator  Steve Richardson 
  Faithful Captain   Steven Bowman       
  Faithful Purser   Tim Gore 
   Sir Knight    Dan Ashenfelter 
  Sir Knight    Eugene Mennel 
  Sir Knight    James Dougherty 
  Sir Knight    Gerald Gilbert 
  Sir Knight    Bud Walsh 
 Sir Knight    Terrence Nelson 
 
  Brunch was at Tuscany –Decatur                                                   
     Thanks for a good turn out. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
  Why do Catholic pray the Rosary? 
 
 
 
 
         
   
 
 
 In the early Church, monks led services with a Latin       
recitation of the Psalms called, “The Psalter.”  But most people 
couldn’t read   or write Latin, so the “Our Father” prayer was 
substituted so that people could easily pray together.   
 Tradition holds that St. Dominic combined the Our Father      
and Hail Mary prayers with meditations on the mysteries of our    
faith   into the rosary we know today. 
 So the rosary makes it easy for us to pray together and to    
focus on Jesus’ life and glory.      
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Father Jeff Long located to Our Savior Catholic Church as 
Parochial Vicar Jacksonville, Illinois 62650 effective 7/1/2008. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


